
 

 

 

A Message from the Principal 

Dear Parent, 

Your child’s MAP® Growth™ Student Profile Reports for Math, Reading, and Language will be sent home 

with them on Monday, February 24. These reports provide a summary of how your child is performing 

academically, as measured by the most recent MAP Growth tests your child has taken. MAP Growth 

tests are unique, and they adapt to your child’s responses to measure your child’s skill level. If your child 

answers a question correctly, the next question is more challenging. If the child answers incorrectly, the 

next one is easier. These results will provide a more complete picture of what your child knows and is 

ready to learn—whether it is on, above, or below grade level. 

These assessments are given three times a year in the fall, winter, and spring, and the scores help 
teachers check student performance by measuring achievement and growth. Teachers use results to 
know which students need additional support.  

Your child’s MAP Growth results are represented as RIT scores. A RIT score is the overall score for a 
subject based on a Rasch Unit (RIT), and you’ll see it referenced in the Student Profile Report shared 
with you. The national norm RIT for each grade level and test is listed in the chart below for your 
reference.  
 

Math Reading Language 

6th grade 222.1 214.2 213.9 

7th grade 226.1 216.9 216.5 

8th grade 229.1 219.1 218.1 

This score represents a student’s achievement level at any given moment and helps measure their 
academic growth over time. The RIT scale is a stable scale, like feet and inches, that accurately 
measures student performance, regardless of age, grades, or grade level. Like marking height on a 
growth chart, and being able to see how tall your child is at various points in time, you can also see how 
much they have grown between tests. We interpret the RIT score to be where your student is “Ready for 
Instruction Today.”  

You will also see norm percentiles listed in the Growth & Achievement Measures. A percentile represents 
the percentage of students nationally who scored at or below the same RIT score as your student, with 
50% indicating average achievement. For example, if it says 67%, this means they scored better than 
67% of their peers.  

I hope you find these reports informative. If you have questions, please contact your child’s ELA or math 
teacher. 

For more information about MAP Growth, visit NWEA.org/familytoolkit. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Watson 
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Upcoming Events  

March 2 – Begin signing up for Spring Conferences     

                   @www.myconferencetime.com, starting at 8:00am 

March 6 – ½ Day for students.  Teacher Professional Development.  (11:25am  

                   dismissal) 

                - MS Musical @ 7:00pm  (see attachment) 

March 7 – MS Musical @ 7:00pm  

March 8 – Daylight savings starts.  Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour. 

March  16 – Spring Book Fair Opens  

March 19 –  ½  Day for Students.  MS Conferences (12:30 -2:30pm & 4:00- 

                      7:00pm).  Sign up will be available @ www.myconferencetime.com  

                      on Monday, March 2 at 8:00am.  

April 3 – No School; begin Spring break 

April 13 – Classes resume 

April 14 – PSAT testing  for 8
th

 grade 

April 17 – Social Studies Mstep testing for 8
th

 grade 

April 21 – Science Mstep testing for 8
th

 grade  

April 22 – 8
th

 Grade Parent Night @ WHS, 6:30pm in McGoff Auditorium    

May 5 – 7
th

 grade Mstep (ELA) 

May 12 – 7
th

 grade Mstep (Math) 

May 13 – 6
th

 grade Mstep (Math) 

May 18 – MS Collage Band Concert @ 7:30pm 

May 19 – 6
th

 grade Mstep (ELA) 

May 25 – No School; Memorial Day 

May 27 – 7
th

 Grade to Lugnuts  

May 29 – MS Band/Choir to Cedar Point 

 
Spring Book Fair is Coming, Volunteers Needed!! 

Believe it or not, it is that time of the year when we need to ask for your help to volunteer for the 
book fair. The fair is going to be held on the same week of conferences, which is the week of March 
16th.  The 19th is a half day with conferences from 12:30-2:30pm and 4:00-7:00pm at night.  We 
plan to have the fair open during conferences.  If you would be willing to volunteer for the book fair, 
please click on the link below to sign up.  Thank you, in advance, for your willingness to help our 
school. 
*volunteers must have had a soft background check before coming into the schools.  You can find a form 
on our WMS website(www.gowcs.net) under Applications & Forms, then Enrollment/Scheduling Forms.  
You can also pick up a copy in any of the school offices.     

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0844AAAD29ABFE3-help6 

 

  Used Books Wanted to Support Elementary Library   
As you clean and clear out some clutter in the new year, please consider donating any unwanted 
children's and young adult books to the WESPTSA Used Book Sale. Set them aside for book collection 
week, March 9 to March 13, when they can be dropped off at the Williamston Middle School office and at 
either elementary school.  Proceeds from the book sale the week of March 16 will be used to purchase 
new books for the elementary library. Thank you! 

 



Yearbooks Are Available Online!  
WMS Yearbooks are now available on the school website at a special limited-time “Early Bird” 
price of $35.  To purchase, go to the Williamston Middle School web page and click on “Co-
Curricular Activities,” then click “Clubs,” then click “Yearbook.”  After clicking on “Buy A 
Yearbook,” enter the code 13988620 and student information once you reach the Lifetouch site.  
                                         Supplies are limited, get yours today! 

 
 

Interact Club Meeting Invitation 
Connect with Leaders in your own community and around the world by joining 

Williamston High School's Interact club. Interact Clubs are connected to Rotary 

International and let you develop leadership skills while discovering the power of 

Service Above Self through local and international projects that make a difference in 

the world. Come for PIZZA and find out how leadership can be seriously fun at the 

Interact Organizational Meeting on February 25, from 3:15-4:15, in room C4 (HS). 

Please see attachment for further information.  

 

Spring Support Group for Middle School Students: 
Please read the attachment regarding the spring support group for students experiencing 
depression.  The support group runs Wednesday evenings in Mason for 10 weeks.  Contact 
Jennifer Ogle, LMSW, at 517-258-0083 for more information. 
 

  Girls’ Math and Science Day at MSU  
The Mid-Michigan chapter of Graduate Women in Science would like to invite your students at 
Williamston Middle School to Girls' Math and Science Day at Michigan State University 
on Saturday, February 29, 2020. This is a fantastic opportunity for middle school-aged girls to 
participate in STEM demonstrations led by some of MSU's enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
graduate students and researchers. The day for each participant will consist of a keynote 
speaker talk, four individual STEM-themed activities, an afternoon snack, and an ice cream 
social with a gift bag giveaway and thank-you note signing.  

 
Girls must register for the event using the following 
link: https://midmichigan.wixsite.com/gwis/girlsmathscienceday 
Registration is open and FREE of cost! 

 
 
 
 



 
 

February is Kindness Month 
PAL students are promoting intentional acts of kindness during the month of  

February.  We believe kindness is contagious!  Every morning, there will be a daily 
kindness challenge, along with other activities throughout the month.  Students can 

participate in dress-up days and purchase silk roses for friends and family.  Below you 
will find more information about these events. 

 

FEBRUARY 2020  

Today’s kindness challenge is… 
 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday  

      1. 

2. 3. Hold the 
door for 
someone 

4. Pay  a 
compliment 
to 3 people 

5. Thank 
your bus 
driver or 
someone 
who gives 
you a ride 

6. Start a 
conversation 
with someone 
you don’t 
normally talk 
to 

7. Smile at 3 
people. It’s 
contagious! 

8. Say 
“Please” and 
“Thank You” 
and “You’re 
Welcome” 

9. Pick up 
any litter 
you see, 
and throw it 
away 

10. Make a 
point to 
include 
others in a 
conversation 

11. Let 
someone 
go in front 
of you in 
line  

12. Ask 
someone 
how their 
day is 
going  

13. Tell a 
joke to make 
friends laugh 

14. Leave a 
kind note for 
someone 

15. Call 
grandparents 
or a relative 
and say hello 

16. Give 
someone 
encourage- 
ment 

17. Thank a 
teacher/staff 
member  
 

18. Be kind 
to yourself 
and eat a 
healthy 
snack 

19. Help 
make sure 
the 
classrooms 
are clean 

20. Write an 
encouraging 
note and stick 
it on 
someone’s 
locker 

21. Thank 
your 
principal  
 

22. Put down 
your phone 
and spend 
time with your 
family 

23.  Help 
someone in 
need    

24. Give ten 
people in 
your school a 
high-five 
 

25. Be extra 
nice to your 
siblings, or 
friends 

26.  Offer to 
care for 
someone’s 
pet 

27. Bring a 
sweet treat to 
others at 
school 

28. Help do 
laundry or 
cleaning at 
home 
without 
being asked 
 

29. Make a 
goal for the 
year about 
one way you 
can be more 
kind to others 

  



 
 

 

 

Winter Warm Items for Families in Need:  

Operation Warmth is a newly formed local 501(c)(3) non-profit charity.  They have 
received donations for winter relief items, such as hats, gloves, scarves, hand warmers 
and blankets to help those in need. If your family would benefit from receiving these 
items, please contact Andrea at 517-899-7318 or email operationwarmthmi@gmail.com. 
 

  
 

Weekend Survival Kits Program at WMS:  

Williamston Middle School is pleased to participate in the Weekend Survival Kits food 

program.  A WSK food kit is provided to student participants each Friday and includes kid-

friendly food items for breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the weekend.  Students pick up their bag 

in the main office on Friday on their way out of school.  This year, September 20th, is the first 

Friday that the kits are distributed.  If you would like to participate and have not yet completed a 

form, please complete the attached form or pick one up in the main office.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Anne McKinney in the counseling office at mckinna@gowcs.net or 

655-4668 ext. 6520.   


